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| am sure you are all familiar with Christmas
but how many of you know about Hanukah?
Hanukah is a Jewish festival that dates back to
the second century B.CE. At that time Israel was
controlled by Greece. A group of Jews Known as
the Maccabees rebelled against religious
oppression and defeated the Greek army.
Hanukah commemorates this victory and the
miracle that is said to have followed it.

On Hanukah we light a special candelabra
called a "Hanukiah". The Hanukiah holds nine
candles, one for each day of Hanukah plus the
"shamus" in the middle to light the others. We
also play dreidl (a game involving a top) and eat
potato pancakes known as "latkes". Many people
also exchange gifts on Hanukah.

Hanukah starts on the 25th day of the Jewish
month of Kislev (the night of December 13, 1998)
and lasts for eight days. Happy Hanukah.
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