
Once again, another humid summer is rolling
into Sayama. Summer often reminds me of 2 1/2
month summer breaks that all American students
get. You probably wonder what kids do for 2 1/2
months. Honestly, it got a bit degenerative. My
fondest  memories  o f  these  days  are  p lay ing
American football and hide-n-go-seek, f ishing,
and drawing. Playing games with my 5 brothers
and sisters, watching TV, hanging out with my
fr iends ,  and  be ing  dragged  to  var ious
"educational activities" by my parents.  I often hear
of an "American Image". Unfortunately it is slightly
different from reality. These discrepancies have
sparked  me wi th  an  ambi t ion  to  share  my
"American experiences" with those who have an
"American Image" and let them decipher American
culture thereafter .  Also ,  i t  i s  my  miss ion  to
d i scred i t  Bever ly  H i l l s  90210 as American
lifestyle. My summer experiences, in a small town
Catho l ic  fami ly  in  Oh io ,  are  much  more
representative of America. So please don't let
yourself be brainwashed into a movie America.
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池原　昭治の
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また狭山に蒸し暑い夏がやってきました。夏とい

えば、アメリカの２か月半の夏休みを思い出しま

す。一番楽しかったのは、アメフト、かくれんぼ、釣

りや絵を描くことです。日本に来て２年近く経ちま

すが、アメリカに対するイメージをよく耳にします。

残念ながらそのイメージは実際のアメリカとはか

け離れています。アメリカの典型的な生活が「ビ

バリーヒルズ白書」に出てくるものとは思わない

でください。私が故郷オハイオのカトリックを信

仰する家庭で過ごした夏の方が、より現実的でア

メリカの一般的な夏です。映画がすべてと思いこ

まないでください。（ローレン先生の要約）
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