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Lauren McLaughlin (AET)
Hello again! My name is Lauren McLaughlin. In the
three yaers that | have been in Japan, many people have
asked me if | am homesick for America or my family.
There are no rolling hills, castles, Seven Wonders or
even a creek with a bit of history in my hometown, but |
do miss my mother’s homemade pies. From plum pies
to pumpkin pies, mulberry pies to raspberry pies, there’
re all delicious. | haven't found anything comparable yet
in Japan. One other memory that | relish and wish to re-
live is the 90 Heath Lane card squabbles. Uno was the
family favorite, but my mother couldn’t tolerate the
noise and violence and banned the game from the
house. So thé family love’ became poker. | remember
well the nights of counting poker chips, and spotting the
“ cheaters” . The youngest of 6, | learned to survive. For
those of you who have witnessed my poker luck, you
haven’'t met the rest of the McLaughlin family yet.
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