
Sports Day
It seems everybody had a great time Sports

Day and none of the AETs dropped dead after
their events (a very real possibility for this
AET!). Watching the Irumagawa Chugakko
students practicing, I got the impression that
sports days here in Japan were athletic displays
of strength, discipline and teamwork. The actual
idea of practicing for a sports day is unheard of
in New Zealand. There, Sports Day is held within
the first two weeks of school and the aim is for
new classmates to get to know each other. The
events we have are all standard track and field
sports e.g.; re-lays, shot, put, discus, and high
jump. Students enjoy it because it is a day off
schoolwork, out in the sun talking with friends,
with a bit of sport thrown in. The events
themselves are not fun, (unless you like that sort
of thing!!) Although the approach is different,
students here in Japan enjoy their sports day as
much as New Zealand students do.

Rachelle Maree Withell（入間川中学校勤務）
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体育祭（スポーツ・デイ）
誰にとっても体育祭は楽しいようです。練習

を見て、日本の体育祭は力強さと規律とチーム
ワークという印象を受けました。ニュージーラ
ンドでは体育祭の練習はしません。学校が始ま
って２週間以内に行われる体育祭では、新しい
友だちとお互いを知り合います。私たちは、リレ
ー、砲丸投げ、円盤投げ、高跳びなどをします。生
徒たちはこの日、教室での授業から離れておし
ゃべりを楽しみ、少しだけ競技をします。方法は
違いますが、日本もニュージーランドも、同じよ
うに体育祭を楽しんでいます。（英文の要約）
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