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AET corner

GarethWalkelOOODODDOODO

Did you have a good Golden Week?
The holiday got me thinking about how
people in different countries experience
the year differently. Take May, for example. In Japan the
school year is still new and the baseball and soccer
seasons have only just started. In Scotland however, May
sees national school exams and university exams. Also
the football season finishes so May is a month of endings
in Scotland. People in every country think about the year
in terms of the seasons and the cultural and sporting
events that happen in each season. May means Golden
Week in Japan, December means Christmas in Scotland.
In both countries these events and more are important
parts of shared national life. Every country has its own
special ways to celebrate the year but the feelings people
in every country have about the events are usually similar
even when the events are sometimes quite different.
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